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be fruitless, the claimants to the power which Nizam ul-
Mulk had gained by usurpation could appeal to no other
law than that by which it had  been  obtained.      The
European companies gave little attention to the justice
of the cause.    Each sought only its own aggrandisement
and the humiliation of its rival.    Dupleix having taken
the part of Muzuffar the English were obliged in self-
defence  to support Nasir Jung.      On the   3rd, before
hostilities commenced, D'Auteuil sent a messenger to tell
Lawrence that he had   no wish  or   intention to spill
European blood, and that, as he did not know his posi-
tion in the field, he could not be blamed if a shot came
that way and hurt an Englishman.      Lawrence replied
that his   position  might be  easily   recognised   by  the
English colours on his flag-gun, and that if any shots
came  his  way he   would   certainly   return   them.      A
brief cannonade followed, and during the night D'Au-
teuil, in consequence of a mutiny amongst the French
officers,   withdrew   to   Pondicherry.      Muzuffar   Jung
surrendered to his uncle, and was  at  once  placed in
irons.     It seemed for the moment as if the ambitious
schemes of the French governor had completely failed.
The  disaster only served to  show the fertility of his
genius.     Whilst Lawrence was openly  pressing Nasir
Jung to follow tip his advantage, Dupleix was success-
fully  intriguing with the French party in   his   camp.
The Subadar refused to grant the extension of Madras
territory which had   been  promised   as   the   price   of
English assistance, and retired to lead a life of debauch-
ery and indolence at Areot.    Lawrence returned in dis-
gust to Fort St. David, and the French soon redeemed
their  reputation   by a successful   attack on a part   of